
Jo Woolerof
Fiona Harper caught up

with Jo WooLer,  a f ine
a r t is t  in sta in Less stee I

af ter  a successfuL venture
into Dubai ,  Abu Dhabi and

Pa r is,  showcasing her work
to internat iona L desig ners

:nd n: l lor ioc
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cutting the design out with her grinder
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Sit t ing aboard Licki ty Spl i t  Take2 with

Jo and Drew Wooler i t  s appa-er t  Lhal

th is creat ive husband and wife duo are

pass,onareLydevoted not onLyio each ot^er,

but aLso to their  respect ive craf ts that

-e{tecl  an af  l '  r i ly  wi lh the ocean T^e oeep

bLue and ochre tones of  the saLoon creaie

the perfect  environment to showcase iheir

extraordinary skiLLs, wi th i ts '  intr iguing

Lighf 'ng aro lexlured surfaces a t i t t .e

Like stepping into an ALaddin 's Cave f iLLed

wrtn t reasure.

Drew WooLer is a boat buiLder who

co-designed and buiLt  the Lightning fast

catamaran Lickrty Splr t  Take2, a 13.6m

Mark Pestcott  design, f rom str ip pLanked

western red cedar.  Launched ]n 2008 in

t ime for the Sanctuary Cove Boat Show,

Lrcki ty SpLi t  Take2 is not onLy Jo and Drew s

home for most of  the year,  i t  is  a lso the
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Moj o Creatlons

home of Mojo Crear ions FLoat ing GaLLery,  a

traveLLing exhibi t ion space for Jo's work as
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the exnansive sa'non 'he rain buLkhead

evokes the sensat ion of  immersion in

an underwaLer seascape with nounred

scutorures o 'ancel f ish.  tur lLes ano sea- ' " - r ' "  J ' '  '  l

hnrcpc coom.nnlr i  crrcnondod in f  ho

current.  Jo creates astonishingLy beaut i fuL

m:r ino thomod ce rr lnrrrroc hrn, .nhi  fn

three-dimensionaL l i fe in colours and
tnvrr . rnr  
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I t  was in Drew's boat buiLding workshop
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workshop f loor,  and wieLding an angLe

gr inder as her painlbrush, Jo discovered

lho nerfor i  mcdirrm to c: t ic f \ i  ihc e rp: t ivc

side that had been evoLving through arList

workshops and training ever s ince she
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r ,o id sreel .  Jo now works f rom her owni  iy iv e!vv! '

urnrkqnnn ,n Rr ishano c h:vcidc crrhrrrh

of RedcLi f fe,  when she's not onboard her
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tones that breaihe l i ie into Ihe c.eatures.
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usino Lnis methoo resembLe Lhe rarnbow-

Lke New ZeaLand oar,a shel l  The

Mojocreations Floating Callery
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sla:-  es.  sfeel  :c l ren po shed fo a^

almost mirror f in ish,  creat ing stunning

resuLts that  twink[e in the sunlrght.  Much

of her work is evocat ive of  the marine

playground home that inspires her,  wj th

str ik ing marLin,  t ranquiL tur t les and

elegant Lonf ish aI  brought to l i fe wi th

her enigmat ic creat ions.

These sculptures have caught the

eye of  d iscerning yacht desrgners and

gaLlery owners,  who are rnspired by Jo s

creat ivr ty in working wrth such an unusuaL

art ist 's  medium.0n a recent internat ionaL

tr ip showcasing her work,  Jo met wi th

yacht inter ior  designers n Abu Dhabi

seeking unique artworks to complement

the eLegant inter ior  of  a 1l t1 metre

grgayacht currentLy under constructron.

ALso whiLe in the Uni ted Arab Emirates,

Jo formed a relat ionship wtth the Ma; i l rs

Gal lery rn Duba, which exh bi ts art ists of

internat ionaI standing She is current ly

working on a substant al  p iece to be hung

in the gat[e-v depict  no,hp o _ag3nt Dhows

that ply the nearby Duba Creek

After a successfuLforay into the MrddLe

East Jo t ravel led on to Par s where she

was invi ted to submit  a Large l ion f  sh

to exhibrt  in the prest  g ious Salon de la

Marine, an annuaL exhibi t  on of  mar ne

artworks at  the Musee de la Mar ne

rn Par is in November Assrstant lo the

Museum Director,  Fat ima Dahmani is very

enthusiast ic to be exhibrt ing . . lo s work,

be[ ieving i t  to be refreshingly unique and

sure to be weL[ received by disc-"rn ng

Pa r is ia n s.

ALso whi le in Par is,  Jo met wtth

accLaimed design house Christof le,

considered by many to be the custodians

of taste and tradi t ion A symbol of  luxury

and eLeoance dar ino oac k Lo Lhe m'd
"  
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lo-h ce^tu 'y,  Chr isLofte Las always bco^
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associated with major creat ive t [ends

and renowred arf ists,  i ts  p.eces gracing

the tables of  emperors,  pr inces or

maharajahs, onboard t ransat lant ic ocean

trners afd In contempoTary restauranLs.

Chr stof le 's Directors aTe Looking for

ways to incorporate Jo's work into their

exct"s ive pieces, wh' le atso c iscr,ssing the

prospect of  creat ing Large scaLe scuLptures

for excLusive corporate and pr ivate cLients.

Aspir ing to create Large works that

capt ivate and exci te her audience, Jo says

this opportuni ty woul 'd be the "ul t imate

faciLi tat ion to reaLise th is dream".

Before gei i ing back onboard Licki iy

SpLi t  Take2 as her and Drew set sai l  f rom

Yeppoon to Br isbane, -Jo says that 2009

is shaping up to be a Landmark year.  The

hard work is paying of f  so successful ly

now that she bareLy f inds the t ime to reLax

with Drew and dog Mojo onboard their

gorgeous yacht.  l t ly  t r ip to the Midd[e

East and Par is resuLted in such posi t ive

and enthusiast ic responses. l t 's  cruciaL

rn the ongotng expansion for my art  on

an internat ionaL scaLe, to foLLow up on nny

debut solo exhibi t ion at  last  years World

Trade Centre exhibi t ion in Amsterdam,"

Jo says f rom her workshop, in between

welding and poLishing. l t 's  a big pond out

there for  a Li t t le f ish and i t  looks l ike I  wiLl

be div ing in again to expand my hor izons

as an ar i is t .  Travel  is  the secret  recipe. I 'm

inspired by so many cuLturaL exper iences

that take me beyond what i  feel  and see,"

Jo enthuses. When I  ask her how much

t ime she spends kicking back in the

catamaran's t rampoLine she shakes her

head and Laughs, wonder ing what i t  means

to reLax when she has so many artworks

on the go.

In the meant ime, Mojo Creat ions

Float ing GaL[ery is t ravelLing LocaLly in

Queens[and waiers.  The gaLLery wi l l

showcase group and soLo exhibi t ions at

RedcLi f fe in Br isbane before depart ing in

J u ly on a n exh ib i t ion sched u Le for

QueensLand coastal  dest inat ions.  There's

also an entry pLanned for the SweLL

Currumbin ScuLpture Fest ivaL in

September,  pLus in beiween, there s

persona|. i ty prof iLe

_Jo riding on one ofthe transport dhows from one side of
the 'Creek' to the other (in the old port of Dubai)

some weLL deserved relaxed yacht ing

penciLled in for  Jo and Drew to enjoy

their  favour i te cruis ing grounds of  the

KeppeLlslands. " :=-

View of Paris from the Arc de Triomphe
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